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In these moments of insight, we lose our eagerness of temporary desire, all 
struggling and striving for petty ends, all care for the little trivial things that, to 
a superficial view, make up the common life of day by day; we see, 
surrounding the narrow raft illumined by the flickering light of human 
comradeship, the dark ocean on whose rolling waves we toss for a brief 
hour; from the great night without, a chill blast breaks in upon our refuge; all 
the loneliness of humanity amid hostile forces is concentrated upon the 
individual soul, which must struggle alone, with what of courage it can 
command, against the whole weight of a universe that cares nothing for its 
hopes and fears. 

I suddenly saw exactly what I had to say and proceeded to dictate the whole 
book without a moment's hesitation. 
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1872 MAY 18, Born at Ravenscroft near Trelleck, Monmouthshire, 
England. 

1974 Death of Lady Amberley, mother of Bertrand Russell. 

1876 JANUARY. Death of Lord Amberley, father of Bertrand Russell, 
followed by litigation over the will of his father. The designation of 
freethinkers as guardians disaffirmed. His grandmother, Lady 
Russell and Rollo Russel designated as his guardians. At 
Pembroke Lodge. 

1883 First lessons in Euclid from his brother, Frank. Studied under 
private tutors. 

1883 Began his philosophical speculations, particularly on religious 
problems. Penned his thoughts surreptitiously in a journal. 

1890 Entered Trinity College, Cambridge. 

1894 Took Moral Science Tripos. Fellowship dissertation on The 
Foundations of Geometry. Honorary British Attache in Paris. 
Marriage to Alys Smith. 

1895 Visit to Germany. Study at the University of Berlin. Lectured to the 
London School of Economics and Political Science on German 
Social Democracy. Elected Fellow of Trinity College. 

1896 Visit to America with AJys Russell. Lectured at Johns Hopkins and 
Bryn Mawr. 

1898 Lectured at Cambridge on Leibniz. With G.E. Moore in rebellion 
against Kant and Hegel. 

1900 Attended the International Congress of Philosophy in Paris. 

1905 First success with the Theory of Descriptions. 

1907 Stood unsuccessfully for Parliament. 

1908 Made a Fellow of the Royal Society. 
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1910 Entire decade devoted to collaboration with A.N. Whitehead on 
Principia JWafftemaf/caFirst volume published this year. Failed of 
nomination for Parliament by the Liberal Party because of agnostic 
views. Lecturer in Mathematical Logic at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 

1911 President of The Aristotelian Society. Separation from Alys Russell. 

1913 Lecture at Ecole des Hautes Sociales on The Philosophical 
Importance of Mathematical Logic. Addressed the Heretics at 
Trinity College on The Philosophy of Bergson. 

1914 Gave the Herbert Spencer Lecture in Philosophy at Oxford on 
Scientific Method in Philosophy. Lectured on Our Knowledge of the 
External World as Lowell Lecturer in Boston. Public speaker and 
pamphleteer against World War I. 

1915 Address to the Philosophical Society of Manchester on The 
Ultimate Constituents of Matter. 

1916 Fined Pound 100 in the Everett Case because of a pamphlet 
criticizing a two-year sentence of a conscientious objector. His 
library sold when the fine was not paid. Bought by his friends. Loss 
of his lectureship at Trinity College. 

1918 Gave a course of eight lectures in London describing his Logical 
Atomism in which he acknowledges the influence of Wittgenstein 
over the past four years. Sentenced to six months in Brixton Prison 
because of an article in which he quoted the report of a 
Congressional investigation into the use of American troops 
against strikers. Second Division sentence changed to First 
Division. )Nw\e!ntroduotion to Mathematical Phihsopityle in 
prison. 

1920 Visit to Russia. 

1921 Divorce from Alys Russell. Marriage to Dora Black. Visit to China 
and Japan. Lectured on The Analysis of Mind in London and Pekin. 

Birth of John, Lord Amberiey. 
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1922 Labour Candidate for Parliament. Gave the Moncure D. Conway 
Memorial Lecture on Free Thought and Official Propaganda. 

1923 Labour Candidate for Parliament. Birth of Kate. 

1924 Lecture tour in the United States. Debate with Scott Nearing before 
the League for Public Discussion on Bolshevism and the West. 
Lecture to the Free Youth at Cooper Union r New York, on How to 
be Free and Happy. 

1925 Tamer Lectures at Trinity College on The Analysis of Matter. 

1927 Lecture tour in the United States. Started a school at Beacon Hill 
near Petersfield. Became headmaster with Dora Russell as 
headmistress. Lecture at Battersea Town Hall before the South 
London Branch of the National Secular Society on Why I am not a 
Christian. 

1929 Lecture tour in the United States. Talk to the Contemporary 
Thought Class at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, on 
Three Ways to the World. 

1930 Debate with John Cowper Powys in New York on Is Modern 
Marriage a Failure? 

1931 Lecture tour in the United States. Debate with Sherwood Anderson 
on Shall the Home be Abolished? Became Third Earl Russell on 
the death of his brother, Frank. 

1935 Divorce from Dora Russell. Withdraws from the school. 

1936 Gave the Earl Grey Memorial Lecture at Armstrong College, 
Newcastle upon Tyne 5 on Determinism and Physics. Marriage to 
Helen Patricia Spence. 

1937 Birth of Conrad. 
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1938 Lectures at Oxford on Language and Fact. To the United States 
where he remained until 1944. Radio Discussion with T.V. Smith 
and Paul Douglas on Taming Economic Power. Visiting Professor 
at The Univeristy of Chicago until 1939. 

1939 Radio Discussion on University of Chicago Round Table on Is 
Security Increasing? Addred the Sociology Club of the University of 
Chicago on The Role of the Intellectual in the Modern World. 
Lectures at The University of California in Los Angeles until 1940. 

1940 The William James Lectures at Harvard on An Inquiry into Meaning 
and Truth. The Bertrand Russell Case involving the loss of his 
appointment to the College of the City of New York. 

1941 Lecture at The Barnes Foundation in Merion, Pennsylvania, on The 
History of Philosophy. Spoke over CBS on the Invitation to 
Learning programme with Huntington Cairns* Allan Tate and Mark 
Van Doren on Hegel's Philosophy of History. Radio talk over 
Station WEAF with Rex Stout t entitled Speaking of Liberty. 

1942 Spoke over CBS on the Invitation to Learning programme with 
Jacques Barzun on Descartes'D/scot/rse on Methocknd with 
Scott Buchanan and Mark Van Doren on Spinoza's Ethics. Later 
with Katherine Ann Porter on CarrolMfce in WonderfandSpoke 

on The American Forum of the Air on What About India? 

1943 Termination of the Barnes contract. Successful suit for breach of 
five-year contract. 

1944 Sepeaks at the Rand School, New York, over Station WEVD on 
Co-operate with Russia. Returns to England. Elected to Fellowship 
at Trinity College, Cambridge, for a second time. The topic of his 
annual course: Non-Demonstrative Inference. 

1947 Addressed the National Book League at Friends House on 
Philosophy and Politics. 
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1948 Accident on flight to Norway en route to Trondheim where he was 
to lecture on The Prevention of War. Saved himself by swimming 
in a heavy overcoat for ten minutes. Gave the first Reith Lectures 
over BBC on Authority and the Individual. 

1949 Awarded the Order of Merit. Addressed the Westminister School 
on Atomic Energy and the Problems of Europe. 

1950 Awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in recognition of his many 
sided and important work in which he has constantly stood forth as 
a champion of humanity and freedom of thought*. Visit to Australia. 

1951 Gave the Matchette Foundation Lectures at Columbia University in 
New York on The Impact of Science on Society. Contributed to the 
BBC Third Programme talks on the Political and Cultural Influence 
(of America), The Nature and Origin of Scientific Method and 
Scepticism and Tolerance. Death of Alys Russell. 

1952 Divorce from Patricia Russell. Marriage to Edith Finch. 

1955 Awarded the Silver Pears Trophy for work on behalf of World 
Peace. 



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF RUSSELL'S 
PRINCIPAL WORKS 

1896 German Social Democracy. (A chapter by Alys Russell.) 

1897 An Essay on the Foundations of Geometry. 
1900 A Critical Exposition of the Philosophy of Leibniz. 
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1903 The Principles of Mathematics. 

1910 Principia Mathematica Vol. I. (with A.N. Whitehead.) 

1910 Philosophical Essays. 

1912 Principia Mathematica Vol.ll. (With A.N. Whitehead.) 

1912 The Problems of Philosophy. 

1913 Principia Mathematica VoLIII. (with A.N. Whitehead.) 

1914 Our Knowledge of the External World as a Field for Scientific 
Method in Philosophy. 

1914 Scientific Method in Philosophy. 

1914 The Philosophy of Bergson. {Controversy with H.W. Carr.) 

1915 War, the Offspring of Fear. 

1916 Principles of Social Reconstruction. (Why Men Fight: A Method of 
Abolishing the International Duel.) 

1916 Policy of the Entente, 1914. (Part of: Justice in War-Time.) 

1916 Justice in War-Time. 

1917 Political Ideals. 

1918 Mysticism and Logic and Other Essays. 

1918 Raods to Freedom: Socialism, Anarchism and Syndicalism. 
(Proposed Roads to Freedom: Socialism, Anarchism and 

1919 An Introduction to Mathematical Philosophy. 

1920 The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism. (Bolshevism in Theory 
and Practice.) 

1921 The Analysis of Mind. 

1922 The Problem of China. 

1922 Free Thought and Official Propaganda. 
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1923 The Prospects of Industrial Civilization, (with Dora russell.) 

1923 The ABC of Atoms. 

1924 Bolshevism and the West. (Debate with Scott Nearing.) 
1924 Icarus or the Future of Science. 

1924 How to be Free and Happy. 

1924 Logical Atomism. 

1925 The ABC of Relativity. 

1925 What I Believe. 

1926 On Education Especially in Early Childhood, (educationa nd the 
Good Life.) 

1927 Why I am not a Christian. 
1927 Why I am not a Christian. 
1927 The Analysis of Matter. 

1927 An Outline of Philosophy. (Philosophy.) 

1928 Sceptical Essays. 

1929 Marriage and Morals. 

1930 The Conquest of Happiness. 

1930 Has Religion Made Useful Contributions to Civilization? 

1931 The Scientific Outlook. 

1932 Education and the Social Order (Education and the Modern Wrold.) 

1934 Freedom and Organization 1814-1914. (Freedom versus 
Organization 1814-1914.) 

1935 In Praise of Idleness and Other Essays. 
1935 Religion and Science. 
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1936 Which Way to Peace? 

1936 Determinism and Physics. 

1937 The Amberley Papers. The Letters and Diaries of Bertrand 
Russell's Parents. (Wtih Patricia Russell.) 

1938 Power: A New Social Analysis. 
1940 An Inquiry into Meaning and Truth. 
1945 A History of Western Philosophy. 

1948 Human Knowledge: Its Scope and Limits. 

1949 Authority and the Individual. 

1950 Unpopular Essays. 

1951 The Impact of Science on Society. 

1952 New Hopes for a Changing World. 

1953 Satan in the Suburbs and Other Stories. 

1954 Nightmares of Eminent Persons and Other Stories. 
1954 Human Society in Ethics and Politics. 

1954 History as an Art. 

1956 Portraits from Memory and Other Essays. 

1956 Logic and Knowledge: Essays 1909 -1950. (Edited by Robert C. 
March.) 

1957 Why I am not a Christian and Other Essays on Religion and 
Related Subjects. (Edited by Paul Edwards.) 

1957 Understanding History and Other Essays. (Reprint of Earlier 
Essays.) 

1958 The Will To Doubt. (Reprint of Earlier Essays.) 

1959 Common Sense and Nuclear Warfare. 
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1959 My Philosophical Development. 
1959 Wisdom of the West. 
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